.

he Hu

Gorda Herald

PUNTA GORDA — In Tropical Southwest Florida, a Seaport on the Famous Charlotte Ha_rbor —aTo

wn that is Known for i

ts Natural Attractions and the Hospitality of a Cosmopolitan Citizenship

VOLUME XXIII — NUMBER 46

PUNTA GORDA, FLORIDA, THURSDAY, OCT. 21, 1915,

YEAR

be. A COPY; $1.50 A

GROUP OF BIRDS
THAT DO GREAT
DEAL OF GOOD

Friends of Farmers and Harm
Them But Little

DESTROY MANY INSECTS

Investigations Made by Govern-
ment Officials—Eleven Species
of Thrushes Within the United
States—Robin Most Common
That thrushes—the group of

birds in whieh are included robins

and bluebirds—do a great deal of
good and very little harm to agri-
culture is the conclusion reached
by investigators of the depart.
ment who have earefully studied
the food habits of these birds, Al-

together there are within the lim-

its of the United States 11 species

of thrushes, 5 of which are com-
monly known as robins and blue-
birds. 'Fhe other 6 include the

Townsend solitaire, the wood, the

veery, the gray cheek, the olive-

baeck, and the hermit thrushes.

The robins and bluebirds nest
close to houses, and even the shi-
est of the other species are con-
tent with the seclusion of an acre
or two of woodland or swamp. For
this reason the thrushes are among
the best known and most earefully
protected of native American
birds, and at times their numbers
become so great that it is feared
they will do muech harm to erops
and fruit. The recent investiga-
tions of the department, however,
show that there is very little
ground for this fear. On the oth-
er hand, they destroy such a vast
number of insects each year that
it is probable that without them
many crops would suffer serious
damage.

Of all the thrushes, the robin is
probably the best known. [t has
been frequently accused of de-
stroying fruits and berries, but it
has now been ascertained that this
only occurs in regions that are so
thickly settled that there is no
wild fruit upen whieh the robin
may subsist., In some years the
bird is a great pest in the olive or-
chards of California, but Yt is pro-
bable that they are driven to the
orchards because of the seareity
of native berries at these times.
Where a wild fruit is  available,
the birds seem to prefer this to the
cultivated varieties,

Like the robin, the bluebird is
very domestie, but unlike the rob-
in, it docs not prey upon any cul-
tivatcd produet or work any in-
Jury whatsoever to the fruit grow-
During the fruit in
fact , five-sixths of its food eon-
sists of insects. It seems, there-
fore, that the common practice of
encouraging the bluebird to nest
near houses by placing convenient
boxes in which it may build its
home is thoroughly justified.

A detailed deseription of the
habits of the robins and bluchirds
is eontained in Department Bulle-
tin No. 171. Bulletin No. 280,
which has just been published,
takes up the habits of the six oth-
er species of the thrush group
which are not quite so well known.
These birds also feed principally
on insects and fruit, but a great
portion of the fruit which
consume i3 wild berries,
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tie fruits are caten so sparingly
fi_\' these species that the d:mmgu
done is quite negligible.

The bird known as the Town-

send solitaire is noted chicfly for|
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This thrush, how-

its song, which is said to
times the finest of any
thrish family.
ever, confines itself almost
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the far West. The wood thrush,

eniire-

e sl . |Little Things

| ON BULGARIA

.'Serbia.m and Bulgarians Struggle!

uncomplimentary allusion to
| Railro Ry
| For Possession of od |the habit of straining at gnats and

| LS 'swallowing camels,—the pharisai-
‘ADVANOE OF TEUTON ARMY eal habit, which was not eonfined

i | e to Bible times, of overlooking the
Fifteen Miles South of Belmde_..‘wvightier matters of the law
{ French Tr.oop’ h‘“’e, Ocmpl‘lth{- enforeement of its letter,

ed ~ Strumitza—English com'l But it is impossible to imagine
mander Recalled. {the inspired speaker as minimiz-
Fatnon, Maatnddh—Jiaty w3 [, VERTARES Sl o
clared wf'r against Bulga r.ta, hm'\':n'iuty of gnats that a good many
the question whether shl: }nll sendlor o olE arend o8 wain fact—
Fa0Pe [A0=30ih lh", B.;‘tmh a_"'I'dnu't. pay much attention to. We
Freneh forees in Serbia "“'ma"mihuild modern homes with every
OF M convenience and most of the lux-
Serbian furies, and we let the architect ov-
erlook the health part of it, which
{should make us live out our three

|ns obscure as the results of the
fighting raging on the
eastern frontier. The
[German armies which
Belgrade appear to have advane. 'score years and ten,and then some,
i(‘d rante t:‘a" ﬁlftt‘en miles sbuth ;"f;\\'v don’t clean out' the family ice
(the city, but the outecome of the B s . 3
'fighting between Bulgarians aml':,t:h ‘:1:.:::,(1 :in::.muvl:;hi.’or‘:;:l;:s
Serbians along the important Sal-1araft. We eat too much. actual-
loniki-Nish railway eannot be sum- !']), gorge .01.11‘801\'03, bf-c;usﬂ the
med up so “af‘“-"' cook knows how to prepare our
At two P“‘"F“' the “0"”"-"'"'|1'a\'m-iu- dishes just the way we
imost of which is Vranya, the B“]'j]iku them. We let the back yard
:ga‘rinns. assert 'h_‘-'y have reached|ger clogged up with rubbish Phat
|th15 rmh:ond, while to the S““”‘idraws all the flies that the neigh-
e Seins s rpored 10 B o crp benp o i,
; ; e let rats and mice get in an
lButh Athens and Paris main- |, a0t our homes, to say nothing
tzin that French troops have oc-/of poaehes and other disagreeable
eupied Strumitza in soulhwo.sh'rn bugs, because we 'forgot to guard
:Bulgam'a, but there are available | g oginst them when we first build
no official reports relating to the | our homes. We. permit the mos-
struggle in this quarter and none quitoes to pester us because we
is expeeted until the fighting qon't take care that the screens
reaches. a more conelusive stage. | yvor windows and doors are kept

Augtro-
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Somewhere in the Bible there's!a

Removal of Gen. Sir lan Hamil- |
ton from command of the Darda- |
nelles foree wag received in Eng.
land with mixed feelings, coming
on the heels of rumors of a possi-

in condition. They come in with
the flies through the little holes
and ragged plaees and bring ma-
laria and typhoid.

Ignoring the importance of the

ble withdrawal from the Gﬂlllpﬂ[lthulo things, pcrhﬂ.ps because we
peninsula. In the best informed | g4,y realize the importance, or
eireles, however, the appnintnm1t|pcrhap, beeause we never knew
as commander-in-chief of Maj.- |}, important they are, and be-
Gen. Sir Charles Munro is inter- [f,re we wake up to the fact of
‘preted as an indieation that the [ gup negligenee, these same little
campaign will be prosecuted with !things have beeome big and seri-

irenewed energy, as the country|
has great confidence in the new|
leader’s ahility, ‘

The Punta Gorda Herald in-
forms the Times-Union, which/
seems to have fallen into error on
{the subjeet, that Major 8, A. Jon-
as, of Aberdeen, Miss., recently de- |
ceased, was the author of the ecle-
brated poem, ‘‘Lines on a Confed.
terate Bill."' The Telegram re-
leently made the same statement,
in commenting on the death of
‘Major Jonas, with whom the writ-
er of these lines had a pleasant
personal aequaintance. We un-
derstand that some other man is
claiming the authorship of this |
classie of the great war, but there
i8 no basis for his claim, Major
Jonas wrote that poem as certain-
ly as Edgar Allan Poe wrota ““The
Raven.”—Lakeland Telegram.

on the other hand, is distributed
over the eastern part of the Unit-
ed States, and is a frequenter of
open groves and bushy pastures.
This thrush is also noted for its
sweet song, especially in the early
evening. It does not nest in gar-|
dens or orchards, however, and is |
seldom seen about farm buildings, |
so that many people who are fa-
miliar with its song would net|
know the bird by sight. The|
wood thrush consumes a lHIIHhI‘t‘E
of very harmful insects, such as
the Colorado potato beetle and |
white grubs. The fruit which it|
eats it usually picks up from H:v;
taking fresh)|
There is therefore

no reason why the wood
should not be rigidly protected.— |

[ground instead of
from the tree,
thrush

Weekly News Letter.
|

imade a short talk on

ous and real troubles begin,
There is a long list of DONT'S
r the housekeepor:

Don’t neglect the ventilation of
your home; see that fresh air has

fo

in Sanitation

constant and thorough sweep
under and over and around and
through your house,

Don't let your architeet fail to]

make your home rat and mice

\proof by proper construction.
in |,

Don’t shove the food left over
from the family meals indiserimi-
nately  into the ice box. Don't
put fruits and milk into the same
compartment with meats, cooked
or uncooked,

Don’t fix up the nursery, or the
room where the younger children
spend most of their time, with a
lot of rugs and hangings. A
smooth, bare floor is a great deal

GREAT THINGS
THAT WERE SMALL
AT BEGINNING

Some of the Most Valuable Imple- |
ments of Science |

'VERY CURIOUS PARADOX

Bacteria Are at Once the Great-
est Friends and the Fiercest
Foes of Every Living Thing
on Earth,

Great things have small begin-
nings. A speetacle maker, Jau
Leippersheim by name, living in
Holland, invented a erude magni-
fying glass in 1608, Anton von
Leuwenhoek, born in Delft, this
day 1632, improved this clumsy

better, for it doesn’t colleet and
hold dirt and it ean be wiped up
often and thoroughly,

Don't let the rooms become too
warm and the air impure: More
colds are caught from impure air
than from drafts,

Don't pile on too many eover-
ings when you sleep. Too many
is a lot worse than not enough.

Don't eat too much, no matter
how good it is, The more the
stomach is taxed beyond its nor-
mal capacity, the sooner it wears
out and brings on the infirmities
of old age, and in advanced years
digestion usually is taxed to com-
pensate for the poorer masticat-
ing process.

The doctors are constantly dis-
covering new don'ts, which some
of them declare are essential if we
are to be normally healthful and
strong. We oceasionally are
doubtful about some of them, at
least so far as a personal applica-
tion is coneerned, but each of us
by the time we have reached adult
years should have a pretty careful
inventory of our physical eapaci-
ties. If then we have good sense
and sufficient moral eourage to
regulate our lives by these known
limitations, we have at least a
fair chance to live as long as we
can be of any particular use to the
time when we might become nui-
sances to the world in gencral and
to the family in particular.—State
Board of Health Bulletin.

———

Gov. Gilchrist at St, Petersburg

The local Masonie lodge had a
notable guest at the session last
night, . ex-Gov. Gilehrist being
present, He is a former grand
master of the state and one of the
leading Masons in Florida. Gov,
Gilchrist was in St. Petersburg in
the interests of his candidacy for
United States senator and was in-
vited to attend the meeting. He
Masonie
work and the order.

Gov. Gilehrist was on Central
avenues distributing his odd cam-
paign literature. He met many
voters and had the happy faculty
of remembering the names of all
the persons he met so that if he
saw them again he would know
them. He left St. Petershurg to-
day for other parts of the county.

(lov. Gilchrist was the Juest of
Capt. and Mrs. Cramer B. Potter
at dinner today. The former gov-
ernor and Capt, Potter have been
friends for several years. Capt.
Potter was in the military service
of the state and in that capacity
came into contaet with Gov. Gil-
echrist while the latter was gover-

inor. The friendship has lasted

through many years—St. Peters-

burg Independent, Oct; 6.
Judging by the news reports, it

is much easier for the Mexican

raiders to eross the Rio Grande

to the mountaing and gorges of |[U. 8. Department of ‘\u,-l.-._;lmr-n!J’t'ﬂm Mexico to Texas than from

Texas to Mexico,

Seven Years is the Average
We cannot comprchend any
greater punishment for life in the
prison camps of Florida, or even
solitary eonfinement. So we ean
not understand this harsh eriti-
cism of the jury in the Menden-
hall trial.—Oecala Banner.

But did you cver hear of any
conviet, with enough money and
friends to secure the services of a
good lawyer, who served out a life
term in a Florida prison camp un-
less he died early? It seems to be
generally understood now that
life imprisonment doesn’t mean
life imprisonment and that par.
don or parole is sure after a few
years service in stripes. That is
probably the real reason for the
eriticism of the wverdiet in the
Menhenhall ease~-Lakeland Tele-
gram.

Areadia News:—Bob Holley,
Colonel Jordan and such fellows
seem to be having a’ grand tine in
Jacksonville with the “‘press
gang,’”’ and -in the Times-Union
Holley gets off some good dope a-
bout that “‘press gang. ''H seems
that Colonel Jordan is attracting
attention wherever he appears
The readers of the Punta Gorda
Herald are going to hear of the
Colonel’s doings when he gets
back from the metropolis.

Evidenty it is the British inten-
tion to bag Bagdad.

toy and evolved a componnd mi-
croscope which has becoms the
most valuable sanitary tool yet
devised by man., That first mi-
croscope was as far removed from
the highpowered instrumoant of to-
day as is the modern American
from the original caveman. Yet
il}y this faulty means, Lenwen-
hoek, naturalist, physician and
‘botanist, discovered certain min-
lute hodies which he called “‘little
lanimals.” He made drawings of
these and today we know them for
those useful friends and malig-
nant enemies of man—bacteria.

We spend our days surrounded
by another world, a living world
of countless billions, invisible to
the naked eye, silent, tireless, de-
stroying the living, consuming the
dead, useful in the sciences and
arts, yet often followed by a train
of sickness, suffering and death.
A curious paradox ‘this, yet bac-
teria are at once the greatest
friends and the fiercest foes of
every living thing. Not animals,
as Leuwenhoek thought, but vege-
tables, bacteria consist of two
classes, those which prey on liv-
ing things and those which reduce
to their original minerals, fluids
and gases, every dead thing which
they attack, They are of various
shapes, round like marbles or
straight like little sticks, They
grow in elusters, chains and in
pairs. They are ubiguitous, The
dusty air, the earth and its waters,
the interior of animalg and plants
all contain them. They cause the
fermentation of foods, they make
cheese, they produce disease and
some of them when killed and in-
jected into an animal protect it a-
gainst the very disease which they
would have produced if living,
Many of them live as harmless
ereatures in the body of an animal
for years, only to kill their host
when the opportunity presents,
Their study has given birth to a
seience, bacteriology, one of the
foundation stones of public health.

Their mere presence does not
necessarily produce disease:Reeall-
ing the parable of the sower, some
baeteria fall by the wayside, some
fall upon stony places, and some
fall in good ground and bring
forth the fruit of suffering, per-
haps of death, A normal, tem-
perate life, free alike from the
gluttony of idleness or overwork,
the sound mind in the sound body,
a cheerful, normal environment,
these form the stony places in
which baeteria take no root. The
depraved appetites of mind and
body, the dark and sordid atmos.
phere of penury, the nerve rack-
ling and strength undermining
![rarlf-s, these prepare the good
ground.

The great weapon against bhae-
feria is cleanliness, The mastery
over premature death lies to a
great measure in our own hands, |
Clean persons, clean eities, elean |
workshops and clean lives are the |
makers of publie health. The I'u!

men’s Clubs meets

on the evening of the 16.
program is nearly all arranged,
and promises to be exceedingly in-
teresting. It is to be hoped that
all elubs will be well represented
with full delegations,—Clearwater
Sun,

‘
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ANTHRACNOSE.
UNDER CONTROIL.

A Disease That is Caused by
Withertip Fungus

SOME METHODS OF CONTROL

Characteristics by Which Detect.
ed. Care is Necessary in Hand-
ling Fruit not to Distribute the
Fungus

Anthracnose of eitrus fruits is
caused by the withertip fungus.
The first sign of disease is shown
by small reddish spots, sometimes
no larger than a pin head, These
enlarge to sunken areas which
may be whiteish and later turn
brown or dark. The earlier stag-
es are the most dangerous, accord-
ing to H, E. Stevens, plant pathol-
ogist to the University of Florida
Experiment Station, and the
grower should take precaution to
prevent the spread of the discase.

The disease is most virulent
when in the small red-spot stage
and it is eapable of making rapid
advances then, If precautions are
not taken in these first stages the
whale erop is apt to become infest-
ed. Methods of control are as fol-
lows: Prune out the déad branch-
es and twigs which harbor the
fungus. Avoid treatment that
may reduce the foliage of the tree,
When the spots appear spray with
an ammonical solution of copper
carbonate. Mix water with B
ouneces of pure copper earbonate
to a thin paste, Add three pints
of ammonia, 26 degrees Baume.
Pour the whole into 50 galons of
water. Spray the fruits until
they are thoroughly moist, but do
not put on enough to make them
drip. Keep the spray from the
leaves and trunk as much as pos-
gible, Repeat in 10 days or two
weeks, If necessary give a third
spraying. From 2 to 4 weeks will
pass before beneficial effeets will
be noticed, *

An indication of the disease oth-
er than the spotting is dropping
of fruits. This is not sufficient ev-
idence to justify spraying, howey-
er, because other troubles are
manifested by drepping. Exam-
ine the fallen fruits for the spot-
ting or sunken areas, Conditions
which favor the spread and devel-
opment of the disease are warm
moist weather. Warm muggy
days are especially favorable.

Trouble rarvely oceurs before the
fruits begin to color. For this
reason growers should be particul-
larly eareful in picking infeeted
fruit. The early stages will con-
tinue to develop after the fruit is
picked and are apt to cause the
fruit to rot in transit, No fruit
should be shipped before the trees
are rid of the disease. Handling
will distribute the fungus to
clean fruit, not only in the im-
mediate grove but in the packing
house as well,

The Florida Federation of Wo-
in DeLand,
Florida, November 16, 17, 18 and
19. The opening meeting will be
The

nited States Public Health Serviee
and other sanitary bodies of this
country are gradually bringing
these facts home to the general
public. In this way cleanliness is
becoming more general, and the
span of life in America iz gradual-
Iy being lengthened, All of which
is largely due to the miercsoope.




